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lent to the statement by the deference shown me by the others.
Many other parties, however, were less fortunate in their dealing with these savages. In various ways they managed to bully and rob them till they had extorted many times the amount originally agreed upon. Even then they were not satisfied, and were constantly threatening to go off and leave them unless some further douceur was given. This threat, if put into execution, as it not infrequently is, involves of course the loss of all the traveller's belongings and his having to walk the rest of the way. To remain at the halting-place after the caravan has passed on would mean certain destruction. The party of Egyptians I have mentioned before were induced to pay the whole of their fare early in the journey. They were then constantly worried for bakh-sheesh and annoyed in various ways till they submitted to the extortion. At last, hearing rumours of my exalted station, they came and complained. I had their two scoundrels up and lectured them, threatening at the same time to report their conduct to " my uncle." I should dearly have liked to have ordered their heads to be taken off on the spot, but felt that might be carrying the joke too far. If the behaviour of the camel-men is bad when dealing with pilgrims of Arab extraction, it is far worse with those of other races, especially with those who are unacquainted with the language. Indians especially are given a very bad time, and are generally too poor spirited to retaliate. Of course it sometimes happens that they " catch a tartar," literally as well as metaphorically, and there is a Bedoui the less in the world after some more than usually outrageous piece of insolence. But pilgrims know only too well the usual consequences, and even the most ferocious generally prefer to submit. On one occasion I saw an old Indian, who had persistently refused to hand over the dollar demanded of him, bombarded with stones till he fell from his camel. Several times we had to interfere on behalf of the weak and decrepit to save them from similar or worse ill-treatment.
The state of affairs here described would not of course exist for a moment in any of the properly organized caravans, and is only to be found on this road, which